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List of Variables 
 

Coder and Case Meta-Data 
 

1. Date: Date of Coding 
2. Caseid: Unique Numeric Identifier  
3. Coder: Coder Name   

 
Measures of Campaign Goals 
 

4. Allgoal: Description of Campaign Goal(s) 
5. Goalnum: Number of Campaign Goal(s) 

 
Measures of Intended Campaign Outcomes 
 

6. Allout: Description of Campaign Outcomes  
7. Goalout: Description of Campaign Goals Realized 
8. Goaloutnum: Number of Campaign Goals Realized 
9. Goalouttype: Highest Level of Campaign Goal Realization 
10. Nooutnum: Number of Goals for Which Outcome Information Was Not Available 

 
Measures of Unintended Campaign Outcomes 
 

11. Posout: Description of Non-Goal Positive Outcomes 
12. Negout: Description of Non-Goal Negative Outcomes 

  



	   3	  

Coding Instructions 
 
Process 
 

1. Go to http://www.meta-activism.org/open-methods/. (All links are there). 
2. Open your coding assignment sheet (link at above URL). 
3. On the assignment sheet, click over to the tab that has your name on it. Before you begin each case, 

write the time in the far left column of your assignment sheet for the case you are working on.   
4. Open the coding form (link at above URL). 
5. Open the source links provided to you and read them. 
6. Enter variable responses on your coding form. 
7. Add the URL of Outcome2 source to your assignment sheet if you are asked to locate one as part of 

the coding procedure. 
8. Move on to the next case. 

 
Problem Cases 
 

• If the date of the Outcome Source is earlier than the date of Source1, this is an error.  Please inform 
Mary and locate a new source using the instructions in the Appendix. 
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Codelist and Procedures 
Coder and Case Meta-Data 

1.1 date Date of Coding 
Description Date this case was coded. 
Additional 
Instructions 

No entry necessary. The submission date and time will be automatically generated by 
Google when you submit the coding online form. 

1.2 coder Coder Name 
Description First and last name of case coder. 
Answer Options Select your name from the drop-down list on the coding form. 
Where to Look Your birth certificate (just kidding, hopefully you have this memorized). 
Examples Mary Joyce 

Jonathan Lam 
1.3 caseid Unique Numeric Identifier 
Description Unique numeric identifier of the case.  
Answer Options Copy and paste the case ID from your coding assignment sheet. 
Where to Look The 1nt column of your coding assignment sheet. 
Examples 1243 

15 
Measures of Campaign Goals 

2.1 allgoal Description of Campaign Goal(s) 
Description Textual variable describing the number of campaign goals: changes in the state of the 

world the campaign intends to achieve.    
Answer Options Start by copying and pasting all content from Source1 that describes a campaign 

goal, using the “quote” – URL format illustrated below.   
Examples: “Protestors request resignation of ministers of interior #Akhalaia + 

penitentiary #Kalmakhelidze.” “Protestors ask drivers to join them.” “calls 
for the resignation of high profile ministers” “stand against violence” “they 
demanded the later [TV station] to air abuse videos.” “Students demanded 
the Minister of Internal Affairs Bacho Akhalia and several other officials to 
step down.”  
"to complain about the sale of the 16th-century ivory mask" "against the 
sale" "They should seek good counsel and refrain from selling the mask," 

If demands are listed, each list item is a separate goal. 
Example: ”1- Forming an association to monitor Internet companies and create fair 

laws and rules. 
2- Permitting foreign companies to get into the market since the national 
companies proofed failure in customer service. 
3- Completing the project of Fiber cables which the government has 
started then stopped before finishing it for unknown reasons." (= 3 goals) 

Then remove any goals aimed at allies (people who will assist the campaign in putting 
pressure on the target), rather than targets (people who will enact the desired change). 
Mobilization of allies is part of the campaign rather than its outcome. 
Example: REMOVE: “Protestors ask drivers to join them” & “they demanded the later 

[TV station] to air abuse videos.” 
Then annotate the quote with numbers in [brackets] to identify the number of goals you 
can identify for that campaign and add the URL. 
Use the same [number] for redundant goal statements (goals that are requesting the 
same change).   
Final 
ALLGOAL 
Codings: 

“Protestors request resignation of [1] ministers of interior #Akhalaia +  
[2] penitentiary #Kalmakhelidze.” [3]“calls for the resignation of high 
profile ministers” [4] “stand against violence” “Students demanded the  
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[1] Minister of Internal Affairs Bacho Akhalia and [5] several other 
officials to step down.” - 
http://globalvoicesonline.org/2012/09/23/georgia-broom-revolution-
as-parliamentary-elections-approach/ 
"to complain about the [1] sale of the 16th-century ivory mask"  
[1] “against the sale" "They should [2] seek good counsel and [1] refrain 
from selling the mask," - http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-
entertainment/art/news/sothebys-cancels-sale-of-looted-benin-mask-
2171125.html# 

There is no 99 option.  Cases in which goal information is unclear or unavailable should 
be dropped. 

Where to Look Source1, if you have an e-petition link you may review it to identify goals. 
2.2 goalnum Number of Campaign Goal(s) 
Description Interval variable indicating the number of campaign goals. 
Answer Options 
 

Enter the number of goals, in digits, that you recorded in ALLGOAL. 
Enter the number of discrete goals, not the number of goal statements. 

Goals from ALLGOAL GOALNUM Entry 
[1] ministers of interior #Akhalaia +  
[2] penitentiary #Kalmakhelidze.”  
[3]“calls for the resignation of high profile ministers”  
[4] “stand against violence” “Students demanded the  
[1] Minister of Internal Affairs Bacho Akhalia and  
[5] several other officials to step down.” 

5 

[1] sale of the 16th-century ivory mask"  
[1] “against the sale"  
"They should  
[2] seek good counsel and  
[1] refrain from selling the mask," 

2 

There is no 99 option.  Cases in which goal information is unclear or unavailable should 
be dropped. 

Where to Look Your coding of ALLGOAL. 
Measures of Intended Campaign Outcomes 

3.1 allout Description of Campaign Outcome(s) 
Description Textual variable indicating all outcomes of a campaign, where campaign outcome is 

defined as an occurrence that conforms to the following three criteria of causality: 
1) Time Occurrence happened after the campaign began. 
2) Association Occurrence is related to the campaign goal(s) in that it either: 

1) Is consistent with (furthers) the achievement of the goal(s) or 
2) Is inconsistent with (obstructs) the achievement of the goal(s). 

3) No 
Alternative 
Explanation 

There is no indication in the sources that the occurrence was caused by 
anything other than the campaign. 

Do not record elements of the campaign as outcomes of the campaign.  Mobilization, 
both online and offline, is part of the campaign, not its result. 

Answer Options Start by copying and pasting all content from Source1 and Outcome1 that describe a 
campaign outcome, using the “quote” – URL format. (Just as you did for ALLGOAL.) 
Examples: “the Minister of Corrections, Probation, and Legal Assistance resigning a 

day after the videos aired” “	  Georgian Interior Minister Bacho Akhalaia 
late on September 20 submitted his resignation” “	  Resignation of the 
minister of interior Akhalaia” “Akhalaia who is resigning” 
"The Benin ivory mask…have been withdrawn from sale at the request of 
the consignors, said a Sotheby's spokesman." "Sotheby's has scrapped its 
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February sale of a controversial £4.5m mask." 
Then annotate the quote with numbers in [brackets] to identify the number of outcomes 
you can identify and add the URL. 
 If you find an outcome that represents full or fractional realization of a goal 

(or absence of goal achievement), maintain the same numeric annotation 
as ALLGOAL. (Examples in GOALOUTTYPE entry.) 
Full goal 
realization: 

Change in the state of the world representing the 
actualization of all of a campaign goal. 

Partial goal 
realization: 

Change in the state of the world representing the 
actualization of some fraction or percent of a campaign goal. 

If you find an outcome that does not represent full or fractional achievement 
of a goal, give it a new number. 
Use the same [number] for redundant outcome statements (goals that 
indicate the same change occurred).   

You are unlikely to have full goal-outcome parity. You will likely have outcomes that do 
not correspond to goals and goals that do not correspond to outcomes, for example: 

Goals from ALLGOAL ALLOUT Entry 
[1] ministers of interior #Akhalaia +  
[2] penitentiary #Kalmakhelidze.”  
[3]“calls for the resignation of high 
profile ministers”  
[4] “stand against violence” “Students 
demanded the  
[1] Minister of Internal Affairs Bacho 
Akhalia and  
[5] several other officials to step down.” 

[3] “the Minister of Corrections,  
[3] Probation, and  
[3] Legal Assistance resigning a day after 
the videos aired”  
[1]“Georgian Interior Minister Bacho 
Akhalaia late on September 20 submitted 
his resignation” 
[1]“Resignation of the minister of interior 
Akhalaia”  
[1]“Akhalaia who is resigning” - 	  
http://globalvoicesonline.org/2012/09/23
/georgia-broom-revolution-as-
parliamentary-elections-approach/ 

[1] sale of the 16th-century ivory mask"  
[1] “against the sale"  
"They should  
[2] seek good counsel and  
[1] refrain from selling the mask," 

"The Benin ivory mask…have been  
[1] withdrawn from sale at the request of the 
consignors, said a Sotheby's spokesman." 
"Sotheby's has [1] scrapped its February 
sale of a controversial £4.5m mask." - 	  
http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-
entertainment/art/news/sothebys-cancels-
sale-of-looted-benin-mask-2171125.html 

99 = Information unavailable or unclear (no outcome information given at all). 
Where to Look Source1, provided Outcome Source (Outcome1). 
3.2 goalout Description of Campaign Goals Realized 
Description Textual variable describing the number of campaign goals realized in whole or in part. 
Answer Options Copy and paste the texts from ALLOUT that correspond to the full or partial realization 

of a goal described in the texts of ALLGOAL, separate pairs with a ; 
If you have multiple statements of the goal and outcome, use the clearest and most 
precise of each. 
Do not include URLs (they are already in ALLOUT and GOALOUT and make the entry 
difficult to read). 

Examples “[1] compensation… which the union feels should increase, rather than decrease, over 
time.” “The deal…institutes [1] modest bonuses and pay raises” 
[1] “demanded the Minister of Internal Affairs Bacho Akhalia … to step down.” 
[1]“Georgian Interior Minister Bacho Akhalaia late on September 20 submitted his 
resignation”; [3]“calls for the resignation of high profile ministers” [3] “the Minister of 
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Corrections, [3] Probation, and [3] Legal Assistance resigning” 
Where to Look Your codings of ALLGOAL and ALLOUT. 
3.3 goaloutnum Number of Campaign Goals Realized 
Description Interval variable indicating the number of campaign goals realized in whole or in part. 
Answer Options Enter the number of partially or fully realized goals, in digits, comparing your entries 

from ALLGOAL and ALLOUT. 
Enter the number of discrete outcomes, not the number of outcome statements. 

Goals from ALLOUT GOALOUTNUM Entry 
[3] “the Minister of Corrections,  
[3] Probation, and  
[3] Legal Assistance resigning a day after the videos aired”  
[1]“Georgian Interior Minister Bacho Akhalaia late on 
September 20 submitted his resignation” 
[1]“Resignation of the minister of interior Akhalaia”  
[1]“Akhalaia who is resigning” 

2 

"The Benin ivory mask…have been [1] withdrawn from sale 
at the request of the consignors, said a Sotheby's 
spokesman." "Sotheby's has [1] scrapped its February sale of 
a controversial £4.5m mask." 

1 

99 = Information unavailable or unclear (no goal achievement). 
Where to Look Your responses to ALLGOAL and ALLOUT. 
3.4 goalouttype Highest Level of Campaign Goal Realization 
Description Categorical variable indicating the highest level of goal achievement achieved by the 

campaign where goal realization is defined as a change in the state of the world 
representing the actualization of all or part of the goal or goals of the campaign. 

Answer Options 2 = Full realization of at least one goal 
Indicates that at least one campaign goal was achieved in its entirety. 

Goal in ALLOUT 
[3] “demanded the Minister of 
Internal Affairs Bacho Akhalia … to 
step down.” 

[3]“Georgian Interior Minister Bacho Akhalaia 
late on September 20 submitted his 
resignation” 

"They should…[2] refrain from selling 
the mask" 

"The Benin ivory mask…have been  
[2] withdrawn from sale at the request of the 
consignors, said a Sotheby's spokesman." 

1 = Partial realization of at least one goal (no full realization) 
Indicates that no goals were fully realized, but at least one goal was partially realized. 
For a goal to be partially achieved, some fraction or partial quantity of the goal must 
be realized as a change in the state of the world. 
Progress toward a goal does not count as partial realization and should be included in 
POSOUT. 

Goals in ALLOUT Rationale 
 “[1] compensation, [2] health 
benefits and [3] overtime 
pay, all of which the union 
feels should increase, rather 
than decrease, over time.” 

“The deal…institutes [1] modest 
bonuses and pay raises.” -  

Fraction of 
pay increase 
achieved. 

 “[1] against AstraZeneca 
plans to fly dogs over from 
Sweden to England for animal 
testing.” 

AstraZeneca “[1] agreed to rehome 
80 dogs…however the remainder 
were considered important to 
continued medical research efforts.”- 

Fraction of 
dogs released. 

"[1] [against] the removal of 
fuel subsidy by the 

"[President] Jonathan’s attempt to 
scrap the gasoline subsidy on Jan. 1, 

Fraction of 
subsidy was 
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government" -  2012, without prior announcement 
sparked a week of strikes and 
protests, forcing the government to 
partially reinstate them" -  

not removed. 

Temporary realization is a form of partial realization. 
“The recent trapping and 
slaughter appears to have 
been taking place on an 
‘industrial scale’ and unless 
stopped will clearly have a 
devastating affect on the 
birds’ global population at 
these unsustainable levels."   

"The Indian Forest Department and 
District Administration also acted fast 
to destroy nets and release several 
still-captive falcons…. However, 
hunters in Nagaland has defied the 
ban for many years and it may 
happen again in future if the 
behaviors of the local hunters are not 
changed."  

Falcon 
massacre 
stopped for a 
partial 
quantity of 
time. 

"block the controversial 
Keystone XL project" 

"TransCanada Corp. says the long-
delayed Keystone XL pipeline will be 
in service months later than 
expected."  

Pipeline 
construction 
stopped for a 
partial 
quantity of 
time. 

0 = No part of any goal realized. 
99 = Information unclear or not available  

Where to Look Your codings of ALLGOAL and ALLOUT. 
3.5 nooutnum Number of Goals for which Outcome Information Was Not Available 
Description Interval variable indicating the number of campaign goals for which outcome 

information was not available.  
This is a measure of goal-outcome information parity in the sources. 

Answer Options Enter the number of goals, in digits, of the number of goals in ALLGOAL for which not 
corresponding information was not available in ALLOUT. 

Goals from ALLGOAL Goals from ALLOUT NOOUTNUM 
Entry 

[1] ministers of interior #Akhalaia +  
[2] penitentiary #Kalmakhelidze.”  
[3]“calls for the resignation of high 
profile ministers”  
[4] “stand against violence” 
“Students demanded the  
[1] Minister of Internal Affairs Bacho 
Akhalia and  
[5] several other officials to step 
down.” 

[3] “the Minister of 
Corrections,  
[3] Probation, and  
[3] Legal Assistance resigning 
a day after the videos aired”  
[1]“Georgian Interior Minister 
Bacho Akhalaia late on 
September 20 submitted his 
resignation” 
[1]“Resignation of the minister 
of interior Akhalaia”  
[1]“Akhalaia who is resigning”  

3 

[1] sale of the 16th-century ivory 
mask"  
[1] “against the sale"  
"They should  
[2] seek good counsel and  
[1] refrain from selling the mask," 

"The Benin ivory mask…have 
been  
[1] withdrawn from sale at the 
request of the consignors, said 
a Sotheby's spokesman." 
"Sotheby's has [1] scrapped 
its February sale of a 
controversial £4.5m mask."  

1 

Where to Look Your codings of ALLGOAL and ALLOUT. 
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END 
  

Measures of Intended Campaign Outcomes 
4.1 posout Description of Non-Goal Positive Outcomes 
Description Textual variable indicating the number of non-goal positive outcomes: outcomes that are 

consistent with the achievement of the goal(s) or would be desirable to the campaign 
but do not indicate full or partial goal realization.  

Answer Options Copy and paste any descriptions of positive outcomes that you recorded in ALLOUT but 
which were not captured in GOALOUT. 
Do not include media coverage, which can be more effectively captured using other 
methods. 

Examples Goal Outcome Rationale 
"Students at Middlesex 
University…are engaged in a 
lengthy "sit in" over [1] plans 
to phase out philosophy 
teaching at their campus” 

"In early June 2010 it was 
announced that the department's 
postgraduate component… was 
to be transferred to Kingston 
University” 

Desirable outcome 
not requested in 
goal. 

"against the restrictions [on 
sweet foods] imposed by 
school's head, Gail 
Macfarlane"  

"a spokeswoman for 
Aberdeenshire Council said: 
"The guidance issued by 
Arduthie school only applies to 
Arduthie school. The council will 
be issuing guidance to all 
schools regarding the national 
legislation in the future." 

Conciliatory 
remarks from 
target. 

"justice for the murdered 
couple", "the immediate arrest 
of the murderers of Sagar 
and Runi"  

"A Dhaka court on Sunday 
permitted police to send to the 
United States for test the DNA 
samples of three more suspects 
in sensational murder of the 
journalist couple"  

Progress toward 
goal achievement. 

Additional 
Instructions 

If you marked a “0” (no goal achievement) for GOALOUTTYPE and have positive 
outcomes for this variable, do a search for a second outcome source, Outcome2, to 
ensure that realization did not occur at a later point in time.  See Appendix for 
procedure.  

Where to Look Your coding of ALLOUT and GOALOUT. 
4.2 negout Description of Non-Goal Negative Outcomes 
Description Textual variable indicating the number of non-goal negative outcomes that are 

inconsistent with the achievement of the goal(s) and do not indicate absence of goal 
realization, but would be undesirable to the campaign, such has harassment, 
imprisonment, or other persecution of campaign participants. 

Answer Options Copy and paste any descriptions of negative outcomes that you recorded in ALLOUT. 
Example “The rulings… included suspended 50-90 lashes and varying jail sentences for 14 of 

[the protesters].” 
Additional 
Instructions 

It is possible to have a campaign in which the goal was achieved and non-goal negative 
outcomes (persecution) also occurred. 

Where to Look Your coding of ALLOUT. 
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APPENDIX:  
CODER PROCEDURE FOR LOCATING AN ADDITIONAL OUTCOME SOURCE 

 
If you entered a “0” (no goal realization for GOALOUTTYPE) but gave a non-“0” response for POSOUT, 
please do a Google search to locate a second outcome source (Outcome2) to verify that your coding of 
GOALOUTTYPE was correct.   
 
Outcome2 (and Outcome1) should be dated after and Source1, but within one year of the beginning year of 
the campaign.  So, for a campaign that began in 2010 you can use an Outcome2 source that was published 
in 2010 or 2011, but not in 2012 onwards.  (For a Wikipedia entry, the cited source must fall within that date 
range.) 
 
If you find an Outcome2 source that implies a change of your coding of GOALOUTTYPE, change your coding 
of that variable, ALLOUT, and GOALOUTNUM, remembering to paste the URL in those citations.  Do not 
change any other variables. 
 
Use the following method to locate your second outcome source: 
 
1. Search Google using keywords (especially proper nouns) from the title of Source1.  For example: 
 

1. Title = Sallie Mae: Stop $50 Loan Forbearance Fee / Google Search Terms = “Sallie Mae” $50 “loan 
forbearance fee” 

2. Title = BBC Scotland : Keep the Janice Forsyth Show / Google Search Terms = BBC “Janice Forsyth 
Show” 

3. Title = Keep Tilgate Park as a Free Public Space / Google Search Terms = “Tilgate Park” 
 

2. If using title alone does not provide relevant results, add additional information to your search, such as: 
 

1. Beginning year of the campaign. 
2. The target location (be as specific as possible).  For municipal campaigns, try municipal newspapers. 
3. Any additional terms in the case which are unusual proper nouns, such as names and places.  Put 

proper nouns of more than one word in quotes (ex: “Bradley Manning,” “Lake Urmia”) 
4. If the case is about a political prisoner, search for the person’s name in quotes and the term 

“released.” 
 
3. If you find a second outcome source, copy and paste its URL into the appropriate column in your assignment 
sheet. 
 
4. Add a parenthetical note to the source indicating how far the coder needs to read to get the relevant 
information about outcome. Example: (read 1st paragraph), (read 1st sentence). 
 
5. If, after using the strategies above, you do not find an outcome source, copy and paste the parenthetical 
phrase – (no additional outcome information) – into the Outcome Source cell on your assignment sheet. 
 
By Mary Joyce (November 30, 2013) 

 


